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To the REVEREND 


Mr.  Moncrieff, 


 MinisTER of the Goſpel at Hlernethy, 
In ANSWER to 


AIS LETTER 
Concerning the Seceſſim of the Burghers. 
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LETTER, @c. 
SM 


y HAVE carefully read over your letter, in which 
| you conſider the ſeceſſion of thoſe, whom by 

way of diſtinction you are pleaſed to call the 
Burghers. I preſume youu will readily agree with 


me, in regretting the unhappy divifion of Seceders 


into Burgbers ar.d Antiburghers ! A diviſion which 
has done inexpreſſible hurt to the good cauſe in 
whict, ve were at firſt harmoniouſly united, and 


which we ſtill profeſs, and, I believe in charity, all 


of us wiſh to maintain. A diviſion which hath ex- 
poſe. us, with too much reaſonz, to the reproach 
241d corn of our common adverſaries z- having been 
z d\viſton occaſioned by ſome factious ſpirits among 
ourielves, about a point, which till of late, was nes 
ver called in queſtion by the church of Scatuznd, * 
ad about which we might have entertained d 
terent ſentiments, without breaking chriſtian com- 
munion and fellowſhip with one another. But this 
is among the other ſigns and ſymptoms of God's 
anger againſt us, and againſt this guilty land, as is 
obvious to every attentive obſerver of his provi» 
dente : With reſpe& to us, the words of the pro- 
phet are ſadly verified, The Lord in his anger hath 
divided us. | 
If you had advanced any reaſon or argument fuk- 


ficient to convince me, that my ſwearing the Bur- 


geſs Oath is inconſiſtent with my principles as - 
Seceder, I ſhould have fairly owned my errors, and 
openly retracted them. There is no diſhonour in 
freely owning our miſtakes, once we are convinced 
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of ches Rut aſter torn attentiveiand impar- 


kak pec ufal vf dur per ſorm ande; I at nit pbſerv - 
ed fromithebegmuny tothe end, one old amu- 
mreatdabainfrithe:lawtulneſs of the Burgas Oh, 
at cam produce the lcaſt ſcruple or heſit tion in 
Wie mſuds of rboſe r τMh,õluat other EC οννỹ 
the artet [far le is Jaſtiby ae b. adkoand;; WHAmoys 


 bialhaddets, under which in vont Abbofdanticharirys 


u repreſented» the hong ag any n 
Ke mbiÞawfi perjury; ad hatiog given; up with 


heit allegiauoe to th Nin of Bian, and in a word, 


Aebetertſng the biglleft cenſufæscof the church. 
Ihe ſum things are repeatad o r and ea 


Without any proof. X bur ptuitiples: am deduged 


tom a few facts, which :yap liſtronglys aſſ an 


_ © «wouRthavewreceweas true Which HEELS S 5, 
Appeal be ale fru an⁰H,: Appen in the 0 1 


46 deabſylurely! falſe: avid groundlefs bp 
5% Thednlyreafons yaw have advanced agginfiti: 


Ibwfultefs '6f/(wearing-theburgtis;oaths ted aß ff 
can diſcern, the two following. The\vae is, 
hät by fo, doing we eee all 


the errbrs: and: OE preſently Prevail in 
the bhürch of Scotland; e miberg $1thaathe 


"© Ifwentinpr the borgeſseOathzandzthe rang gf Our 
_ *$oventitts;ingtioraioand ſubema league, art 


tnoonhftent with: ane arohe nr EAHaH pertiglasly 
-confider the prpofs you have adduendbin ſupport of 


N 555 nike ſentveo points; and if-it Mmalh be madd :appear, 


-thatyas trave failed in the proof of theſen A tnegceſ- 
ae follows; that all the: cruelanvective syn have 


pPouived out emerge em of yourdettgry 25 


tendRtcerroneans:and ſcandaldus:'; /andralbyenihaye 


Ki Meds, Aaidiin defenco\otithe extravagant aH gunman 


uA venturing to 


conduct f YH and your brethren int nd - 
1 6 Baths s the higheſt cenfures, 


are 
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are abſolutely groundleſs 4 the native fruits of pre- 


j 68868) Rnltitablindobitterarkand{rangour + 


Icon alledpe, that b ſweuringltheubufgeſs 


orfyptions'ithat prerai im the n eſtab h 
church Le tcuso ſer by what argument you praxe 
that pogt, Why. youtellus/{page' 12th) hat Hr 
ſWe aki i thebarteſs pathi) chat we allowwith ogr 
heart] theprofellion: of religion im the eſtabhiihed 
chotthy abrhorifed by the laws of-, the realm: we 
decłaft tothe world chat our profeſſion af religian 
19 tte and the (ame. ith the profeſſion af teligign 
intHethdfclivof Seortand” D you then think that 
becadſed Ne have neu che ſaure ꝓruſrſſia oi · 
Maehwithe the he ſtubhiſhed Church, wenate be 


Eomntigerdts aglatt aid part it the carrupt art i 


the eſtabhiument / wo have, in ſo many iuſtanees, 
A068 conraryxs/ their puofrſſeci principe, andaic 
Nil proceeding tom one rd2gree of corruption ante > 
fterg This dba conſequence mylbbegeave 


premles. 1 31 T4 101 G 707 | * 


1s Iibulſreadilpagreewich youg{page.toeh )6;Mbat 
the revigion/preſent!o:proteffed- in Rat realm and 

Authetifcd by the law chereot, cannot poſſibly be 
conſttued us referring to any other profedhunybt 
peApiory/than that — is made by the eſtabliſſa- 


'£#chiteh; ſeciùg this ische national profeflion f 


religion and there is no Other ad pręfent -aachorif- 


ef By the das of chib rcalm As! alto agreeto what 


youw aſſert in the ſame page, Phat it is the: N 
ture of thing quite inconſiſtent, ta maintain op» 


feiſton of religion the very ſame! with that ebtbees 


ſtabliſhed ehürch, and yer to maintain pr]: 
oflreſigion different ſcom it : 20/have:aprotefiiorent 
Wahre eee by the laws of this roalmę ich 
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a mam proſeſſes /andoaltows withrhigxvbolexboart, 


» and which edwears: % abide fatto his bfe/send, 
Wi. [+ and mmwithflanding to hay another;rofeſbotrofire- 


| 02 ligienigwhich-isnot atithoriſced by the laws of this re- 


bt eee man cannot have c differendprofeſ- 
om of ftreligion, any more than he can hatt two 
:vcconſciences,” T histis ſelſ cuidem; and what nobody 
-51Wnlhdeaytcor diſpute with yo Rut imthe-whiyr of 
180 Fyancoeaſoning you groſsly miſrepteſem the caſe; and 
raven upor a ſuppoſitioncthat will norbe gianted 
nig. That the ptufefſiun of religion made by 
the Serrders in different from the profeſſion hi religi- 
bo lou inthe eſtabliſhed church. T lis is abſolute ly ſaſſe 


_ 1% ſudt. The Seceders maintainthe ſamapchfeſſiun of 


2 klo with the eſtabliſned chusch , becadſeithey 
A. ee tothe fame ſtanda nua the cue tonfeFion of 
io nb eme: cdatuchums; and directory for/qovern- 
Fand und worſhip e Ivegretpas mn,“ as goutcar 
d, hel nrrord and cotruptioas u the aſtablliſument, 
Q +nawhioh 4; am ſorry to ſay; are ill eatrexſingie buy 


de Ad i certata on the ont hand; thattherichnreh of 


„ Deetlars, hobwithſtanding the errors and dbrruptions 
dnn pte vil in her; has never ad yet adopted a new 
. of faith; and à new: direbory g land ft 3s 
ice n the other hand, that che Seveders hy de- 
patting from her communton never meum to give 
' 1£aqiavartvher doctrine,” diſaiphine, gbvernttent and 
b2r9worth pas contained in her fxmdards..J his is the 


15% 1% 490 ee the;Seredets ſtill mabeg and it 


©Mnthewanme that'is madetbycheleſtabliſhen crch, 


und authwrined by the lav of, this tealm. he Se- 


5 virvcariews complain prith toe juſt ground that the pre · 
G ili party in the qhurch of Scotland have been, 
-1220r:4obacte af years, and tarenfill-aRingicontrary 

do thoſctundardprinciptesy which they are ſolemn - 
N engiged ton maintain, endriofomtaichs they ſtil! 
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(+9) 
make pnafefnonc in this reſpect :weoteckon;/it our 


turfpto bear arteftinzony againſt/ them and te æave 


their dummunion: . But we abend ſurt of quarrel 
Wnhlaheir profeſſbd and ſtandard - principles : to 
theſe we: ſtill adhere, and we hops to abidt at and 
defend them to ur life's ende Vaulbaherere 


- exouſs me, when expreſs my aſtoniſmment nt )́eᷓ 


taking upon you tu aſſert. that che profefibn ore · 


| i made by tho ;Seceters i is ditterent frorwthat 


made in the eſtabliſned church. Vou UH excuſe me 


the rathetʒ when Fremind you that you yourlelf ; aſs 


ſerted gulte the contrary in the firſt teſtimony emit» 
' t6dby you and theibrethren, when you proteſted 
0 > agttindbqher; ſentence of the Commiſſton, the 6th 


N r 1733. Wour words are as follow : 


AQurſcoeffioniis nut ftom the church of Soatland ; 
Ve ou her lodttine contained in her confeſſiom of 
2 * «we adhere. tober covenanted hreſbytarlan 


church government, diſcipline and worihip; ut ia 
dur ſereſſion from thoſe _ are cleuving unto 
dur fſtovrtunted principles; and who art affected 

1 the grievances we'coraplain) of, Andie in 


their ſeyryal) ſpheres / wreſtling-agaihft»the ſame ; 


buteit is from a part who have at the manage · Re 
- mtntirtheir hands; and who have get the majori- "if 


view on their ſide in the qudicttoriesy particulaciy in 


dur Afemblies and Commiſſions; and-tho-are car - | 
rying bn. a courſe of:/defeRtion ſcom qu teſormed 


and covenamnted principles, e. Here you profeſs 


0 7 — terms, tu be of the ſamè re- 


in profeſſed hy the church of Scotland, and main» 


tained in her ſtandards. Nay, what is more, you = 
declare yourſelf in communion with all theſes who 
adhere to the fame ſtandards, and that your fe- 
ton is only fm a corkppt party, who are! ating 
conttarwumo chem Wien hat conlidenco you 


can 
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| can aſſert after this. bas * profeſſion of krelief on 


ide Pyrhe geccders 35 Hot the ime Wh that 8b 
dite eſtaßliſten chütch, Tleabe Foorfelf i detEr HA 
Every' utipte) uited petrſon Will eil aſter 4 
ting inconbfcncy betwint” r\fict (effi my 

and Ia or have aſſerted in your lette?!®Pettih ps 

b st, hew Tight ſinct that time, auc Nas 


en rentön to renounce the fkatrdard printiphes of 
7 hach of Srland, df which you" Gre m 

role hen! for whey Fart not Able to acetſümt, ons 
Fr Fain certain, that all tue Seccddets {ttt adhete 
ths fame" principles, and to thöfet cr Up 
wLich"the ſeceſten was at firſt ſtated? Would to 
God Fit had fill procceded on che fame fon 
its faticefs then had been,” mach gteter thay 15018 
Note, or” indeed than tan be expected in our pred 
bend torn and diygointed fityafion! 2999119 Netzt 

Bat E proceed to confider uf ther” Argametit 
Suhl deere the Burgeſs Oach z its afedged 
inecunfitericy with gur renewing Git Gy thahts7 hes 
tion A 000 folemin league. You tell us” ' pave} ith) 
"That che teformation' ot the ſecbud Þeriod*is 
fart th in dur cowenants, notte will döbbt, andegt 
evident to alli that bur covenants and the ſeb ann 


| frond. of refargatioht are butied iti the revolution 


ithechent, and ate not 4uthbri by the Hawe of 


Ui teahm“; and to the facie purpoſe; you tell! 


p ape roth) That our tovenants; and the fend 
Period of reformation, were adopted in the teVSlltis 
en ſettlemept of teligion, 'or belong to the profes 
di made by the eſtabkſhed church, and authorifel 


by tlie laws of © this realm, is wiat none will pre: 


tend 0 9 the contrary, being fo mne the 


Taff? And vou have the uncommdonaffürande to 


maintain, {page ich) „ That in the tevölütion 


etflementt, 4 "teſtimony againſt p Hcy Was dropt 
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nand Fre He cfnrnens 55 
al e 8 mal aamceable tothe; e 
—_— people jg; hut, nothing. 4s eh af. ich 

bring: only, goverpment' of. 120 5 änſtifutio 
ia bfr ford. "x his isthe,ſum 0 e 155 
Agumnent rom whence you deduce the ee ne 
of {wg2ring,the burgeſs oath, with the renewin E 
the gore nan mma It is a ſign of 2 Very 
cauſe, hen the Maintainers of it muſt have 1 
to fung; 7 1 falſe, or miſreptęſent ſuc 
ar Hug It is.abſo utely falſe, that Fran 4 
vernment at the. revalution, was authoriſed on 
agregable toche inclinations of the 1 vio 
See taken; of its foundation in i ord 0 
God, andunſtitution by. Jeſus Shriſt. 11 15 ſufs 
ficiently evident from the preamble, of . the act, of 


patliament, June 3b 1690, ratityipg — Caplets” 


64-9. Faith, and ſettling Preſbyterian, gaygramen 
which is ag follows 3 i Qur, S Sera Lond af 
Lady, he King and Queen's, Majetiies, and three 
eſtates. of Parljargent,. conceiving...t te be, 7 
bound duty, aſter the great deliverance. 

lately wrought far. this church and ed the 
faft place, to ſettle and ſecure, therein, th rug 
Proteſtant religion. according, to the truth, of, 50d 3 
word, as it hath qi a long time been profellzd WL 

im this land z as, alſo, the government of-.Chr ly 
church. within this, nation, agreeable.to. the, wor 0 
Gd, andi molt, conducive to the advancement at 
piety aud godlineſs, e Alten which,;Fnethytes 


rian church: goverument and worlhip, is.. 29 . 


ed, confirmed and.ratified., .. And certainly it; 
be underſtood as, eſtabliſhed, . confirmed, and rant 
ed ig ee ta.the preamble of 927 3 3 
100 agreeab the word Gad, a caght. con 
l the AF ATE 'of true NY and godli- 
nels; 
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neſs ij lain ant pre adknow 

divine inſtitatiem lualf nothing e 

been doneiat the reyolution, in favours 0 
riafis geen ment and worſhip; you 8 9 7 


have aſſerted with any truth wn; u 
ſtirhoiry againſtprelacy was 5 
aſideia u it is very certain, and, — 4 5 0 
yourſelf are conſcious, that much more os 5 

to tis /purpoſe. Was not ſthe sd, 2 par. % 
entituled, % at aſſerting, 615 m 2 
ve ob: perſins, und in ul tunſes vc tical,” x7... 
preſly reſcinded, as inconſiſtent wilh the eltablifh- 
ment of pꝛelbyterian chuchtgowernment, Here 
was d glorious teſtimony agaanſt hrrlacy 54, may. 
fay dt was a ſtiiking at its very roots; Muſt, nagt u 


yourſelf know, chat in the: furtcitad ach of pariia- - l 


mentz“ Vane 7th, 1690, alliacte, ſtatutes, | 
dinfinces and proclamations made byJking, Jan, 
VI. and (Charles Ile in favours of prelac y, and cn 
träry and prejudicial to, and inconſiſtent with, and 
derogatory from the ptoteſtant cligion and. pteſ- 
byferian' government eſtabliſhed, were expteſij re- 
ſcinded. I appeal to the act itſelf forcthe;tragh gf 
whit] aſſert. Beſides, by an act of the ſame Par- 
latent, April zr the preſbyterian miniſters, who. 
bad been inſtrumental; in catrying on the glorious 
torenanted work of reformativn, from 1638 to 
199, and were thruſt from their chuches ſinge 
ti ant of Fanuory 1662, were reſtored, to their 
chülthes and ſtipends upon their former. relation, 
without any newecalb 3 by uchich, all the tyranny 
aud perſecution: exerciſed over them ſince the le- 
Rorationy was condemned, and the glorious! work. 
they were engaged in, was in effect hamologated 
and appοονο 11 hat there are ſuth acts of;parllarc, 
aebi, is undeniable, They have been fully enu- 
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our CWetrants and ches (econd period of weiamatis - 
beingy buried in oy 
EIT: they L 


15 pur oy der — * ona 
did ht Wasletuivalenhr z they abe d eto 
paß; rid eſtadliſhad Preſbytery upon the miodth f 
the ct 72 3 ad} byfth ib — the old canſtſſion af a 
faith, an&'rovenatti were expreſſy ratified A Han 
farftier, r is whteniobley that the parhanent ig 
164% Wii chat very reforming perted (men 
you Taturgaſtiy gffertuo be dene im the revalutin\ 
on ſetile mene) e ſtabliſbed the churen upon q 
lame a0 1 3 whence it ifallgws thay then 
parlfintent 1690 ſettled the chureH upon the fame, A 
fotirdation'as: it; was betwixt 1638 and 4049 A and 9 
cotifeguantly; inſtead! of :overlouking):tind burying] - 
thit perrod of reſormation, as you-atfuny Aer 0 

proved, confifined and rati irc t : and then, they; 4 
did what was much the ſame as formerty (wearing) + 
* covenant, they ratiſied the Ig nfter Confefſtrs 

| of Faith, and enacted that none {houle be d 

mor contmued mimi ſter of this chuch, Wichern 

| odtfirfe (weaning and fublaribing abs ſaid Cel fen 
of *Pairhy! and \folemnly engagirig bimſeli u che 
masantergen Fuat fer 0 Ge nent gar 
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